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faction. This new spirit developed as the vexations in-
|creased, and became accentuated near the end of the
treign of the^ Sultan Abdul Aziz. The opposition of en-
lightened minds to governmental abuses received the
name of the "Young Turk Movement."
The bankruptcy of the State in 1875, and the national
upheavals in the Balkans, accompanied by grave political
complications which prepared the way for foreign inter-
vention, profoundly moved these Turkish patriots who
were awake to the situation. They were convinced that
all these evils were due to autocracy, and could be reme-
died only by suppressing absolutism. Convinced that it
was psychologically impossible to induce the Sultan to
adapt himself to new conditions, the reform statesmen
resorted to force and dethroned him in the year 1876.
I They hoped from his successor, Murad V, the realization
| of this fundamental reform, but were disappointed. The
1 mental trouble of the new Sultan, in consequence of the
tragic death of his uncle, did not permit this. Therefore,
they were obliged to depose him also, after a reign of
three months. According to the law of succession to the
throne, he was succeeded by the oldest male survivor of
the dynasty: in this case, by his younger brother, Abdul
Hamid II. It was from the latter that Midhat Pasha,
then political chief of "Young Turkey,7' finally obtained
the promulgation of a fundamental law intended to insti-
tute a constitutional regime throughout Turkey. The
solemn promises of reform made in 1839 and 1856, had
remained to a great extent sterile owing to lack of na-
tional control. In the minds of its authors, the Con-
stitution granted December 23, 1876 should have pre-
cisely filled this gap, thus assuring the conscientious and
uninterrupted execution of the reforms so often
promised.
This is what would probably have occurred if the stub-
born and crafty resistance of the sovereign from the be-

